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The Incredible Adventures of
Mary Jane Mosquito

By Tomson Highway

Directed by Monica Dufault
Set Design by Kelly Wolf

Costume Design by Alexa Fraser
Puppet Design by Clelia Scala
Music Director: Ryan de Souza

About the Playwright
Tomson Highway, award-winning playwright and the author, was born in a tent near Maria 
Lake, Manitoba in 1951. A full-blood Cree, he is a registered member of the Barren Lands First 
Nation, the village for which is called Brochet. He grew up in the spectacularly beautiful 
natural landscape that is Canada’s sub-Arctic, an un-peopled region of hundreds of lakes, 
endless forests of spruce and pine, and great herds of caribou. His parents, with no access 
to books, TV or radio, would tell their children stories, and Tomson fell in love with the oral 
tradition of storytelling.
Tomson studied music, with the plan of becoming a concert pianist, but changed directions 
to become a social worker on reserves and in urban centres across Ontario and, later on, 
Canada. He then decided it was time to put all this artistic training and this Native social 
work experience together – he started writing music, plays, and, later, novels. After years of 
working in the Toronto theatre industry, he achieved national and international recognition 
in 1986 with his sixth play, the multi-award-winning The Rez Sisters.
He was made a member of the Order of Canada in 1994. For many years, he ran Canada’s 
premiere Native Theatre Company, Native Earth Performing Arts, in Toronto, out of which has 
emerged a generation of professional Native Theatre artists.

The Cast
Mary jane Mosquito  Nicole Joy-Fraser 
Puppeteer  Adrienne Smoke 
Samba Cheese Sans-Facon  Accompanist

About The Play
Mary Jane is a mosquito who does not have wings and she is teased by other mosquitos in her hometown of 
Petit Petit Le Paw. The teasing continues at school. Dissatisfied, Mary Jane Mosquito travels to her Auntie’s, 
and then off to many other adventures. This one-woman musical explores the topics of bullying, fitting in, 
moving, and celebrating differences. The play also includes words from the Cree language and puppetry, 
which are used in an engaging manner for young audiences. 

A Message from the Director
This is the story of little Mary Jane Mosquito, who was born without wings, and who wants nothing more 
in the whole world than to make a friend. Mary Jane goes to school in her home town of Petit Petit Le Paw, 
but she can’t seem to find a friend there. She goes to live with her Auntie Flo in Winnipeg, and tries a new 
school, but still she struggles to make friends. With the help of her wise Auntie Flo, Mary Jane realizes that 
the way to make friends is by being kind, sharing her gift of song, and teaching people her Cree language. 
It has been a great pleasure working with our wonderful creative team to bring The Incredible Adventures of 
Mary Jane Mosquito to life. We hope that you enjoy the music, the puppets and the beautiful world of Mary 
Jane Mosquito.  - Monica Dufault
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PRE-SHOW ACTIVITIES 
Visual Arts, Social Studies, Science, English 

 
Let’s Take a Trip 
 
Duration: Approximately 45 minutes 
 
Materials:  

● Map of Canada with VIA Rail Route (not provided) 
● Suitcase Handout (see page 16) 
● Markers, pencils, paint, paint brushes 
● Magazines  
● Scissors  

 
Curriculum Connections: Visual Arts, Social Studies  
This activity connects to the train that Mary Jane Mosquito takes to travel around 
Canada as she tells her story. Students will answer the question, “What would you put 
in your suitcase when you travel?” Under the Geography curriculum, students will look 
at different areas where the VIA Rail travels to in Canada. This activity is also related to 
the Grade 1-3 Arts curriculum with a focus on Visual Arts as students will be able to 
draw what they would pack when leaving home, as Mary Jane Mosquito does in the 
play. 
 
Procedure 
 

1. Individually, students will be asked the question, “What would you put in your 
suitcase when you travel?” 

2. As a class, the teacher will show the students both the route that the VIA Rail 
takes and the places in Canada that the train visits. 

3. The teacher will hand out a picture of an empty suitcase to each student that they 
will have to pack for a trip. The students will be asked to pick a place in Canada 
that they will travel to according to where the VIA Rail stops, and pack according 
to what they think they will need for that place. They will be asked to consider 
what objects they chose to pack, and why they chose them.  

4. Students can use multimedia (drawing, painting, magazines, etc.) to create the 
objects they will be adding to their suitcase. 

5. After this activity is finished, in a class discussion the students will discuss where 
they chose to take the train to in Canada, and the objects they have chosen to 
pack in their suitcase. 
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Making a Butterfly 
 
Duration: Approximately 15 minutes prep and 30 minutes action (allow for extra time) 
 
Materials:  

● Butterfly Design Sheet (see page 17) 
● Popsicle sticks  
● Different coloured construction paper 
● Scissors  
● Glue  

 
Curriculum Connections:  
Visual Arts, Dramatic Arts (puppetry) 
In the play, Mary Jane mentions “butterflies from 
Mexico.” This activity addresses the curriculum 
expectation of having students create various 
forms of art, and it also engages students in 
puppetry, which is an important feature of Mary 
Jane Mosquito.  

 
Procedure 
1. You can choose to either cut out the butterfly design sheets ahead of time or have 

the students cut them out. If students are cutting them out, leave lots of extra time! 
Try to have a variety of different coloured construction paper so that every butterfly 
can be unique. 

2. Start with the wings. Glue the inner wings to the larger wings. Set aside to dry.  
3. Take the body and show the students where to glue the antennae and the eyes (it 

would be best to have a completed butterfly that you can show your students as a 
reference).  

4. Take one wing at a time, bend the wing at the bend line, and glue them to either 
side of the body.  

5. Take the fully made butterfly and glue it to one end to the popsicle stick. Leave 
enough room on the stick so hands do not get in the way of the wings.  

6. Once they are dry, they are ready to fly. Have students practice flying them around! 
7. Make sure they write their names on the popsicle stick so they can find them when 

it’s time to take them home. 
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Becoming a Butterfly 
 
Duration: 60 minutes 
 
Materials: The book The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 
 
Curriculum Connections: Science, English 
In the play Mary Jane Mosquito, the main character shares her story with the audience 
who hears about the different events that have happened throughout her life. The 
audience witnesses Mary Jane’s character development throughout the play, much like 
the development of a caterpillar growing into a butterfly. The story of The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, in combination with the Transformation Activity, links to the expectations 
from the Science and English curriculum. 
 
Procedure 
1. The teacher will ask what students know about butterflies and where they come 

from. This is a bit of a diagnostic assessment to take account of students’ 
knowledge. 

 
Transformation Activity 
2. After this discussion, students will be asked to find their own space in the room 

and 
imagine they are caterpillars. 
 
Teacher Prompts: How does your caterpillar move? Do you slide around the ground or 
do you relax in one place? 

 
3. Students will be led through the stages of eating, wrapping themselves in a 

cocoon, and becoming a butterfly. 
 
Teacher Prompts: Your stomach begins to growl and you’re getting really hungry. You 
smell something delicious in the air. Follow your nose. Where is that smell coming 
from? And then you see it in front of you. It’s a massive feast of all the foods you love to 
eat. You can feel your mouth watering and you dive in and start eating everything you 
can get your hands on. You slowly get full little by little and you eat more than you think 
you could ever eat. Then you finish the last bites of food and relax, licking you lips and 
wiping you mouth off from that delicious meal. You had such a good meal and now 
you’re getting so sleepy. You feel a yawn coming on. All you want to do is curl up and 
go to sleep. So you start to knit yourself a blanket that will surround your whole body 
and keep you nice and warm. You cover your feet, your legs, your body, your arms, 
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your head, and back. Now you can curl up and sleep. As you’re sleeping, you realize 
that you start to feel different as if your caterpillar form is melting away and something 
new is happening. When you wake up, you feel very different. You start to press against 
your blanket to get out. Slowly, you crack open you blanket and slide yourself out into 
the world again. Stretch yourself out: your legs, your arms, your back, and your wings. 
Wings! You suddenly notice you have beautiful wings! What do your wings look like? 
How do they feel? Do you think you can fly? Let’s try them. Start off small. You can feel 
yourself lifting off the ground and you start flying around in the sky, waving hello to the 
other butterflies you see. 
 
4. When the teacher finishes the Transformation Activity, students will gather 

around and share their experience with the exploration. They can talk about their 
favourite parts, what they imagined during different sections, and how they felt 
when they finally became a butterfly. 

 
Reading The Very Hungry Caterpillar 
5. Students will gather around the teacher who will show them the book The Very 

Hungry Caterpillar. The teacher will ask who has seen this book before and say 
not to give away the ending for those that have not read it. 

6. The teacher will read The Very Hungry Caterpillar to the class and have a 
discussion period at the end. During the reading, the teacher can pause at parts 
to ask the students to relate the text to their experiences when they were 
becoming the caterpillar. Students can share their impressions about the book 
and say what they liked or did not like about it. The teacher can also ask what the 
students now know about butterflies and where they come from. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 



 

 
 

Listening for Understanding 
 

Duration: Approximately 90 minutes 
 
Materials: No materials necessary 
 
Curriculum Connections: Language Arts 
This activity addresses the Language Arts curriculum expectations of both listening to 
understand and speaking to communicate. Additionally, this activity relates to the 
expectation that students understand context in regard to roles and responsibility. 
Making predictions is also a large component of this activity. This activity will act as a 
precursor to the viewing of the play by reviewing listening skills and proper audience 
etiquette. 
 
Procedure 

1. The teacher will ask, “What is listening?” 
a. If desired, the teacher can review any class rules that involve listening. 
b. They may also write student responses on chart paper. 

 
Telephone Activity 

2. After the pre-activity discussion, the teacher will arrange the class so they are 
seated in a straight line. Once organized into a line, the teacher can introduce the 
game of “Telephone”: 

a. The Rules: The teacher will whisper a phrase to the student at the end of 
the line. The task of the students is to sit silently and then whisper the 
phrase to the next person until it gets to the end of the line. 

b. Once the last student has received the message, the teacher can ask 
them to tell the class what they heard. The teacher can then ask the first 
student what the original phrase was. The class can compare if and how 
the phrase changed as it was communicated from person to person. 

3. The teacher can repeat the Telephone Activity as many times as they wish, 
changing the first and last person in the line. When ready, can switch to the next 
activity. 

a. Possible discussion questions after the activity: 
i. Why is listening important? 
ii. What happens when someone hears something that is different 

from what was spoken to them? 
b. The teacher can also begin to address the play that they will be seeing in 

the coming days. 
i. Has anyone ever been to see a play before? 
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ii. What do you do at a play? 
iii. What do you not do? 
iv. Can you participate in a play? (For Mary Jane Mosquito the answer 

is yes! But only when they are prompted to by Mary Jane) 
Tableau Activity 

4. The teacher can now introduce the concept of “tableau”: Frozen pictures that 
depict a scene. 

a. The teacher can also use this opportunity to discuss with the class what a 
play is and what do you do/do not do when seeing a play. Feel free to take 
ideas from the class on what they think. 

b. Gather the students into small groups of 4 or 5 and have them create a 
frozen picture depicting: what a good listening audience looks like, and a 
prediction of what Mary Jane Mosquito will be about. 

c. Students will also be given the chance to present the images that they 
created. This is a good opportunity to reinforce the proper etiquette for 
viewing a play. 

 
Aspects of a Story for Older Grades 

5. Finally, as a task for viewing the play, the teacher can introduce the aspects of a 
story (beginning, middle, and end) and instruct students to listen and watch for 
these elements. 

6. In order to prepare students, the teacher can provide a quick lesson about story 
plot structure and provide an example for the students. 

a. This can be done by reading a story to the students or watching a video 
with them. During reading/watching, the teacher can stop have the 
students try to find the various elements of a story. 

i. Where is this story set? 
ii. Who are the characters? 
iii. What is the problem in this story? 
iv. What are the key events? When does the problem get close to 

being solved? When does it get worse? 
v. How is this problem solved?  

7. The teacher can explain that during the viewing of Mary Jane Mosquito they 
should look for the problems that Mary Jane is facing and how she works to solve 
those problem. Remind them that often at the peak (middle/climax) of a show, all 
of the problems accumulate before they are resolved (the end). 
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POST-SHOW ACTIVITIES 
English, Visual Arts, Phys-Ed, Social Studies, Math 

 
Language Mural 
 
Duration: Approximately 30-45 minutes per day 
 
Materials: 

● 5x5 inch square pieces of blank paper 
● Markers, pencils, paint, paint brushes 
● List of Cree words from Mary Jane Mosquito (see page 18) 
● Computers 

 
Curriculum Connections: Native Languages, English, Visual Arts 
In the play Mary Jane Mosquito, we hear many different words using the Cree 
Language. Through Native Languages studies, students will pick a Cree word from the 
play and draw a picture that represents the word. Students will then relate to their own 
heritage/culture by picking a word from a language that is connected to their 
heritage/culture and draw a picture that represents that word. These pictures will all be 
put together to create a language and cultural mural.  
 
Procedure 
Part A 

1. As a class, the teacher and students will go over the script and identify the 
different Cree words used in the play Mary Jane Mosquito, and their English 
translations. 

2. Each student will pick one of the words and draw a picture on a 5x5 square of 
what they think the word would look like as a visual representation. At the bottom 
of their picture, students will add the Cree word as well as its English translation. 

3. Each student will share with the class the Cree word they chose, and what they 
have drawn to represent it. 

 
Part B 

4. Students will create another 5x5 picture of the word they chose from their 
heritage/culture. 

5. After the class has finished their pictures, each student will explain their picture, 
the word they chose, and its meaning in English.  

6. At the end of the discussion, all of the images from today’s work and the previous 
day’s work with the Cree words will be put together on a bulletin board to create 
a language and cultural mural.  
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Rhythm Master 
 
Duration: Approximately 10 minutes 
 
Materials: No materials necessary 
  
Curriculum Connections: Dramatic Arts, Physical Education 
This Drama activity can be used to explore the feelings associated with inclusion and 
exclusion. It is a light-hearted game, but when discussed after the activity and prompted 
with guiding questions, students can understand how it feels to be an outsider, like how 
Mary Jane feels in the play. 
 
Procedure 

1. The students sit in a circle facing inwards. 
2. One student (the Detective) is chosen and steps out of the circle. The teacher 

chooses a secret Rhythm Master. (Be sure to choose quietly so the "detective" 
can't hear you.) 

3. The Rhythm Master begins an action such as snapping fingers, patting their 
tummy, or slapping knees, and everyone in the circle copies. 

4. The Detective returns and has three guesses to try to figure out who the Rhythm 
Master is. 

5. As the Detective looks around, the Rhythm Master should try to change the 
action without being detected. 

6. After the activity, lead a discussion with the class and try to go off of the 
information your students provide. Be open or literal depending upon whether 
students understand the metaphor or not.  

 
Guiding Questions:  
What did everyone think of this activity? What was it like being a detective? Any 
moments when you felt happy? Any moments when you felt stressed? Do you see Mary 
Jane Mosquito as the detective or the beat master? Why/why not? 
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Wonder Wings 
  

Duration: Approximately 40 minutes 
 

Materials:  
● Markers, or pencil crayons, or crayons, etc. 
● Blank pieces of paper 
● Wonder Wings Example (see page 19) 

  
Curriculum Connections: Visual Arts 
This Visual Arts activity can be used as a self-expressive lesson where students draw 
what they imagine their wings would look like. Drawing their wings relates to Mary Jane 
Mosquito when Mary Jane describes other characters as having wings. After the 
activity, stick the wings up on the board to create a gallery at the end so people can 
view all the wings. Have a debrief question session at the end that encourages students 
to think about exclusion and inclusion.  
 
Procedure 

1. Hand out the wing template for students to use as an example for drawing wings. 
Brainstorm creative ideas with the students. 

 
Teacher Prompts: What kind of things make us unique? How can we show these unique 
traits on our wings? What pictures, words, colours, and textures represent your 
personality? 
 

2. Have markers, pencils crayons, crayons etc., to use for drawing. 
3. Allot a specific amount of time for students to draw and decorate their wings. 
4. Demonstrate the artwork on the board and host a viewing of the wing gallery 

work. 
5. Ask the guiding questions after or before the activity to relate to Mary Jane 

Mosquito. 
  
Guiding Questions:  
Why do you think Mary Jane Mosquito is the only one without wings? How was she 
treated differently from the other characters with wings? What would be a nicer way to 
treat Mary Jane Mosquito to help her feel accepted, even though she’s different? 
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All About Trains 
 
Duration: 20-30 minutes 
 
Materials: 

● Pencil or markers 
 
Curriculum Connections: Social Studies, Math 
This activity addresses two curriculum expectations: the different parts of Canada and 
units of measurement. Mary Jane travels from Winnipeg to your city by train. Students 
can calculate how long it would take to get from one location to another.  
 
Procedure 

1. Talk to the students about how Mary Jane travelled by train and how trains are 
important to Canada’s past.  

2. Ask the students to see how long it would take to get from your city to where 
Mary Jane lives by train.  
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What is Your Background? 
 
Duration: 60 minutes 
 
Materials: The teacher and each student will bring in something that represents their 
family or an aspect of their family history. Alternatively, students can tell a quick story. 
  
Curriculum Connections: Social Studies 
In the play Mary Jane Mosquito, Mary Jane consistently connects her heritage to her 
experiences through her use of language and stories. Everyone’s heritage and 
upbringing influences how they interact with the world and how they express 
themselves. The activity below connects to the curriculum expectations for Social 
Studies. 
  
Procedure 

1. For homework, students will be asked to bring in an item, picture, or prepare a 
story that they would like to share with the class. The students should be making 
connections to their family and family history. They will be presenting these the 
next day to the class. 

2. Students will gather around and show their items or tell their story in a 
“Show-and-Tell” format. The teacher can start by showing their item/story that 
they brought to class to demonstrate how students should be presenting to their 
peers. 

3. Each student will be asked to answer the question, “Why is this important to 
me?” The answers the students give do not need to be lengthy, but they will be 
encouraged to say more than a short sentence. 

4. Every student will get the chance to speak on their own in front of the class. After 
everyone has shared, students will be prompted to make connections between 
their items/stories to other people in the class. Students can also share any 
memorable moments they have from other people’s items/stories. 

5. Looking at the play, students will make connections to how certain objects or 
stories can spur the start of a conversation. 

6. Mary Jane was connected to her Cree heritage and showed it to the audience 
through the use of language and stories. How do we show our heritage to 
everyone? Do we do it through language like Mary Jane? Or is it through 
different methods? 

7.  Adapting the activity:Students will be asked by the teacher to share something 
special that their family does. For example, “What is something special you do 
with your family on your birthday?” (ie. cake, presents, visiting relatives, etc.) 
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Listening for Understanding - Part 2 (For Grades 2-3) 
 

Duration: 90 minutes  
 
Materials:  

● Listening for Understanding Part 2 Worksheets (see page 20) 
● Pencils, crayons, or markers 

 
Curriculum Connections: 
This activity continues to deal with the curriculum expectations of listening to 
understand and speaking to communicate. Additionally, this will give students a chance 
to review the key concepts in Mary Jane Mosquito and address the topic of inclusion in 
the play. 
 
Procedure 

1. The teacher can begin the lesson by reviewing the plot of Mary Jane Mosquito 
and discussing the predictions that the class made before viewing the play. Did 
their predictions turn out to be accurate? 

2. The teacher will then provide a worksheet for the students to complete (located in 
the materials). This worksheet will have students draw three pictures and write a 
sentence that reflects what happened in the beginning, middle and end of Mary 
Jane Mosquito. 

a. Students can be reminded about what they were instructed to look for in 
the previous lesson: characters, setting, problems, and solution. 

 
Group Story 

3. Have students sit in a circle, and the teacher can start the story by saying one 
word, such as “Once.” The teacher can use characters or events from Mary Jane 
Mosquito for inspiration. 

a. Each student around the circle says one word to add to the plot story. 
b. Students will have to listen to everyone’s contribution in order to help 

create a good story. 
 
What Do We Have in Common? 

4. The teacher will break up the students into small groups of 3 or 4. The task of 
each group is to find 3 things that they all have in common. The group has five 
minutes to accomplish this task. 

5. Once completed, the teacher then then merge groups together (for example, two 
groups of 6 or 8) and ask them to find 3 things they all have in common. 

6. The teacher can keep repeating this activity until the whole class is working 
together to come up with 3 (or more) things that they all have in common. 

7. The teacher can then discuss inclusion. This conversation can focus on the 
commonalities and differences people share.The conversation can be deepened 
by asking why these differences and commonalities are important for our world. 

8. Students will then be asked to find the commonalities and differences between 
the characters/settings in Mary Jane Mosquito. 
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a. Petit Petit Le Paw and Winnipeg (small town and city) 
b. Mary Jane Mosquito and Maggie-May Ditchburn  
c. Mary Jane Mosquito and you 

 
 
 
What is a Community? 

 
Duration: 45 Minutes 
 
Materials:  

● What is a Community? worksheet (see page 21-22) 
● Pencils, crayons, or markers 

 
Curriculum Connections: Social Studies 
This activity connects to the idea of communities and their function that can be found in 
the Social studies curriculum. In the play, Mary Jane Mosquito recounts her interactions 
with many different people and communities. 
 
Procedure 

1. Students can draw pictures describing Mary Jane Mosquito’s community, starting 
from the smallest level of community and working their way up. 

a. Start with Mary Jane Mosquito 
b. Her house and the street she lives on 
c. Her city/town 
d. Her province 
e. Her country 
f. Her planet 

2. This activity can begin a discussion about what a community is, and allow 
students to begin to think about the identity of their own communities. 

 
Guiding Questions: 

a. Where is your community? 
b. Is there any thing special that your community does? 
c. What is different or similar about your community and Mary Jane 

Mosquito’s community? 
d. Is our school a community? Can you be a part of more than one 

community? 
e. What are some things in your community? (ie grocery stores, fire 

department, Tim Hortons etc.) 
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Materials List 
 

Let’s Take a Trip 
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Butterfly Design Sheet 
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List of Cree Words 
 
During the performance of The Incredible Adventures of Mary Jane 
Mosquito, students will be invited to learn words from the Cree language. 
The vocabulary list below includes the words that children will learn or hear 
during the show. For resources on the Cree language, visit: 
https://www.omniglot.com/writing/cree.htm. There are videos at this website 
that provide examples of people speaking in Cree, as well as opportunities 
for further learning. 
 

Cree Word English Translation 

isqueewuk ladies 

igwa  and 

napeewuk  gentlemen 

tansi  hello 

weecheewagan  friend 

ni-weecheewagan my friend 

ki-weecheewagan your friend 

oo-weecheewagana her/his friend 

nagamoon  song 

ni-nagamoon  my song 

ki-nagamoon  your song 

oo-nagamoon her/his song 
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Wonder Wings 
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Listening for Understanding - Part 2 
 

What Happened in The Incredible Adventures of Mary Jane Mosquito? 
At the beginning… In the middle… At the end… 
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What is a Community? 
 

Mary Jane’s Community 
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Ten Times Ten Lyrics 
 
The audience will also be invited to sing along with Mary Jane at the end of 
the show. The song is called Ten Times Ten and the lyrics the children will 
be taught are set out below. For a video teaching the song and lyrics, visit 
the following link to “Learn to sing Ten Times Ten”: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AZL6lmqB-Ys 
 

Ten times ten times, that's how it works 
Ten times ten times, you'll see it works 

Love sent, love given, comes back to you 
Love felt, love shared, it comes back to you 
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